The American People's Meeting, held in New York on April 5 
and 6, 1941, approved the creation of an affiliate committee to 
the American Peace Mobilization to be known as the 
NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE AGAINST WAR. 

This new instrument, to defeat the forces which are attempt- 
ing to bring war by smashing labor and to smash labor by 
bringing war, was brought into being by the Labor Committee 
of the People's Meeting after six important, separate Labor con- 
ferences of the meeting met and resolved that such committee 
was needed. Of the 5,120 delegates attending the meeting from 
385 cities, 1,717 represented A. F. of L., C.I.O., Rail Brother- 
hoods and Independent Labor. 

The problems that face Labor in the current crisis, the task 
ol Labor— in short, the reasons for creating the NATIONAL 
LABOR COMMITTEE AGAINST WAR-are set forth in the 
statement of the following pages. The statement was proposed by 
the Labor Committee and officially adopted by the full American 
People's Meeting. 
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Today, as organized labor is the object of a widespread attack 
on the part of industry, finance and the Roosevelt administra- 
tion, it is imperative that all progressive forces of America rally 
to defend the rights of a free labor movement. 

Labor stands out as the most powerful force in our nation in 
blocking the drive toward "all out" involvement in war and 
preserving and improving the living standards of the people 
Hence it is singled out for destruction by those who profit 
Irom war. 

Labor, despite its strength, cannot stand alone. If we are to 
regain peace, if democracy is to be extended to all of the people, 
it behooves labor to have a common program with other sec- 
tions of the population, farmers, unemployed, professionals, 
youth, the Negro people and the middle class. 

The promoters of war and the politicians in Washington 
already have instigated a campaign to divide America. All the 
instruments of propaganda, the press, the radio and the motion 
pictures, have been utilized to misrepresent the struggles of the 
labor movement and thereby pit the other sections of the popu- 
lation against the organized workers. 

The Fighting Is 
For Profits 

The rank and file of organized labor refuses to accept the 
"sacrifices" which are being demanded in the name of "national 
defense" and "national unity" by President Roosevelt, Mr. 
Willkie and the monopolists who have dedicated themselves to 
placing the war burden upon the people least able to pay. 

Labor, through "sacrifices" forced on them in the years past 
with the result that unemployment, poverty and misery spread, 
has recognized this war for what it is-a war for profits and the 
building of an even greater Wall Street empire. 

Promoted by industry and finance, this war proceeds on two 
tronts, at home and abroad. The drive to destroy democracy at 
home gives the lie to the claim that our present administration 
seeks to establish democracy abroad. 

' ; Industry proceeds to violate the fundamental laws of the' land 
without rebuke from the agencies of the government. The 
National Labor Relations Act is not enforced and the employers 
seek to establish "corporate" unionism through the form of com- 
pany unions. 



Death for Unions 
Is Demanded 

Violence has increased against workers who have been forced 
to strike to gain recognition, secure their organizations and main- 
tain a decent wage. 

Congress and the legislative bodies of the various states seek 
to halt the organization of the unorganized, to illegalize strikes 
and workingmen are threatened with the electric chair for the 
"high crime" of exercising their rights as free Americans. "Anti- 
sabotage" laws are drafted while it is admitted that sabotage 
does not exist, and "home guards" are being created for the 
purpose of clothing strikebreaking agencies with the authority 
of the law. 

A mediation board has been established which already is 
badgering labor and encouraging the lawless stand of the mo- 
nopolies. The decisions of the board are weighted in advance 
against labor. 

The OPM and the Navy Department, as well as other govern- 
ment agencies, attempt to apply the formula of military law and 
compulsory labor, a formula that contributed in great measure 
to the collapse of the Republic of France. 

Labor is resisting these attacks. Labor, rightfully, has aban- 
doned any confidence in the federal administration, which 
attempted to further its program of "sacrifice" at home by de- 
claring that aid to Britain was a necessity. Aid to Britain has 
meant involvement in war, and war means the impoverishment 
of the American people and a new depression on a gigantic scale. 

Labor Defends 
Democracy 

Labor has always been the firm defender of democracy and 
true Americanism. Unlike Henry Ford, it has not been deco- 
rated with the emblem of Fascism. Labor, in its struggles, in 
refusing to submit to the attacks of reaction, is not only defend- 
ing its own interests but the cause of all who stand for peace. 

The fine drawn schemes of Roosevelt to use part of the lead- 
ership of labor to deceive workers and lure them into an attack 
on their own standards of living have been rejected by both the 
organized and the unorganized. 

Labor's attitude on these vital questions of the day is re- 



fleeted in the great upsurge of militant workers, and has found 
expression in the decisions and resolutions of many unions and 
in the statements of those leaders who have pointedly expressed 
themselves on such issues as conscription, the lease-lend bill, the 
right to strike, the use of the mediation board against labor, and 
the thinly veiled attempt to establish conscription of labor in the 
Allis-Chalmers strike. 

,Such statements give expression to the desires and sentiments 
of all labor, and those forces within the labor movement who 
have accepted in full the war program of Roosevelt and Willkie 
do not speak for the great majority of organized workers. 

Somebody's Sacrifice 
Is Somebody's Gravy 

Those who would betray labor from within and without face 
far greater difficulties than they did in the period of World War 
No. 1. Both the A. F. of L. and the C.LO. have grown in mem- 
bership and a new and vigorous leadership, drawn from the 
workers in shops, mills, mines and factories, refuses to retreat. 

The burdens of the war upon the people are becoming 
heavier. 

They will become more oppressive if the industrial and finan- 
cial rulers of America succeed in their attacks upon the unions, 
the right to strike and the conditions of working men and women. 

It is the plan of Wall Street, indorsed by Roosevelt, that the 
people will pay the forty billion dollars, already appropriated for 
armaments, and aid to Britain. Already the cost of living is 
mounting, wages remain static or drag far behind while profits 
soar to new heights. 

Right to Strike 
Must Stay 

While the campaign against unions continues to mount, busi- 
ness and industry are not threatened with penalties. Instead, the 
government seeks to "cooperate" that enrichment may go to the 
few and not to the many. Profits are virtually guaranteed and 
new factories are financed for private interests through the taxa- 
tion of the people. 

The millions of "shrunken bellies" are to be joined by still 
more millions as the plans for war become more real. 



Labor wants peace, a people's peace. The forces to realize 
that achievement are not yet unified and rallied behind a com- 
mon program. But until peace is brought about, labor insists 
that those best able to pay must bear the cost of armaments. War 
profits must be confiscated, wealth conscripted, taxation lifted 
from the poor and wage standards raised to meet the needs of 
the families of America. 

The weapon of a free and traditionally democratic .people, 
the right to strike, must be preserved. 

Labor Must Unite 
With the People 

Labor recognizes that it cannot stand alone. All the strength 
of progressive America must be drawn together to realize the 
desire for peace and security. Labor, the leader in this struggle, 
must unite with all sections of the people to achieve this goal. 

The progressive stand of organized labor extends beyond the 
boundaries of our own nation. We recognize the ties of solidarity 
with workers in subjugated, colonial and imperialist lands. It is 
this recognition of the brotherhood of all working people that 
strengthens our determination to halt the spread of the war. 
There cannot be any guarantee of a democratic, people's peace 
on solid foundations unless labor in America, together with the 
other vital forces of the population, stops the march toward 
fascism here. 

Political Action 
For Peace 

Labor has the duty to lead the struggle for peace. It must 
invigorate the people's peace movement with its disciplined 
ranks. It must clarify the issues for itself. It must lead the way 
toward concerted political action of the people for peace. It 
must organize peace committees and clubs within its own ranks, 
and must utilize its own skill and understanding to organize an 
effective movement for peace. 

To this end we here create, subject to the approval of the 
American People's Meeting, a National Labor 'Committee 
Against War, as an affiliated committee of the American Peace 
Mobilization, and we call upon the labor forces of the states and 
localities to create State and Local Labor Committees Against 
War as similar affiliates of State and Local Peace Mobilizations. 



NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE AGAINST WAR 
American Peace Mobilization 
1 133 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 

Please send me more information about the NATIONAL 
LABOR COMMITTEE AGAINST WAR □ 

Please send information about the committee to the Secretary 

of my union □ who is 

and whose address is 

I would like to join the American Peace Mobilization and 
work with the NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE AGAINST 
WAR, and I enclose 50 cents annual membership fee 

I enclose $ as a contribution to the work of the 

NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE AGAINST WAR Q 

Name 

Address 



Union 



ngle copies of this pamphlet may be purchased for i^, or for 2$ if 
mail. Tt may he obtained in bulk at 75^ for 100 copies;postage extra. 
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